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questions 

WHERE can I find it? 
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WHERE can I find it? 

WHERE can I find it? 

http://bestpractices.gsu.edu 
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WHERE can I find it? 
Handbook will 
be mailed to all 
new teachers. 
Project Directors 
should complete 
the survey to 
provide 
information to 
Best Practices. 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/X5LV8BY  

WHY write a new handbook? 

• Requested by teachers, consultants and 
directors who wanted “more plans and 
more examples” 

• Includes complete sample plans as well 
as scaffolded lesson plans 

• Includes “how to” explanations – small 
group,  transitions, literacy activities 

 

 

 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/X5LV8BY
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/X5LV8BY
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• Activities during the first weeks of school should 
focus on teaching children procedures and routines. 

Guidelines 

Guidelines 
• Activities during the first weeks of school should focus on 

teaching children procedures and routines. 

• Teachers should put materials out gradually and 
teach children how to use them & how to clean up. 
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bears 

animals shapes 

Legos 

cubes cubes 

tops 

Guidelines 
• Activities during the first weeks of school should focus on 

teaching children procedures and routines. 

• Teachers should put materials out gradually and teach 
children how to use them & how to clean up. 

• Activities should be planned to help children get to 
know each other. 
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Guidelines 
 

Here we are together, 
together, together 

Here we are together in our 
Pre-K class 

Here’s Amy and Shayna 
and Marcus and Victor 

Here we are together in our 
Pre-K class 

(tune: The More We Get Together) 

Guidelines 
• Activities during the first weeks of school should focus on 

teaching children procedures and routines. 

• Teachers should put materials out gradually and teach 
children how to use them & how to clean up. 

• Activities should be planned to help children get to know 
each other. 

• Content standards should reflect the intent or 
purpose of the activity. 
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Guidelines 
Large Group Literacy 
 

Re-tell If You Give A Mouse a Cookie w/flannel board; 
ask “what comes next?” 
 

Content Standards:  
LD 1b, LD1d, LD1f, LD1h, LD3a, LD4d, Ld5b, Ld5f, 
LD5k, LD5m, LD6e, MD5a, SD1f, SS3c, SE2e, SE4a, 
SE4d, HPD3b 
 

LD1h 
becomes increasingly 
familiar with the 
structure of stories 

LD 1b 
responds to  
questions 
 

Guidelines 
• Activities during the first weeks of school should focus on 

teaching children procedures and routines. 

• Teachers should put materials out gradually and teach 
children how to use them & how to clean up. 

• Activities should be planned to help children get to know 
each other. 

• Content standards should reflect the intent or purpose of the 
activity.  

• Teachers should choose small group templates that 
meet their specific needs and those of the children. 
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Guidelines 

A Closer Look 
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A Closer Look 
• Includes twelve weeks of comprehensive lesson plans 

(lessons, books, small groups, assessment, changes to 
environment, songs and transitions) 

 

A Closer Look 
 

Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Large Group/ 
Opening Activity 

  
8:00-8:30 

Activity: Gather – “Come 
to the Circle” 
Greeting – Greg & Steve 
“Good Morning”  
Intro Daily 
Schedule/show clip on 
Circle Time 
Message - teacher 
photos 
  
CS: SE 4d, LD 5d, 5m 

 Activity: Gather/Greet - 
same song as Monday 
Message/photo of 
cubbies with question 
mark 
  
CS: SE 4d, LD 5d 

Activity: Gather/Greet - 
same song as Monday 
Message/2-3 job 
symbols/show job 
board and assign jobs 
  
CS SE 4d, LD 5d, SS1b 

Activity: 
Gather/Greet/Jobs 
Message/marker with 
question mark 
  
CS: SE 4d, LD 5d, SS1b,  

Activity: 
Gather/Greet/Jobs 
Message/cooking 
symbol 
  
CS: SE 4d, LD 5d, SS1b 

Book #1:  Mouse’s First 
Day 
ID things you might see 
at school 
  
CS: SS 3a 

Book #1: No, David 
Intro topic of class rules 
  
CS: SE 3a 

Book #1: It's Mine 
continue focus on class 
rules 
  
CS: SE 4b 

Book #1: Stand Tall 
Molly Lou Melon/ 
Feelings, being kind to 
others 
  
CS: SE 4c 

Book #1: When Sophie 
Gets Angry / Introduce 
“safe place”  Show 
STAR and DRAIN 
breathing techniques 
  
CS: SE 3e 

Music with Movement: 
Greg & Steve "The 
Freeze"  Follow 
directions to stop and 
start 
  
CS: LD 1c, HPD 1b 

Music with Movement : 
Raffi “Shake Your Sillies 
Out” shake, clap, jump 
to directions 
  
CS: LD 1a, HPD 1b 

Music with Movement: 
"Jump, jump…STOP!" 
follow verbal directions 
to jump, stomp, etc. 
  
  
CS: LD 1a, HPD 1b 

Music with Movement: 
The Wiggles “Shakey 
Shakey”  shake parts of 
body 
  
  
CS: LD 1a, HPD 1b 

Music with Movement: 
Greg & Steve “Listen 
and Move” Follow 
music cues – walk, 
skip, hop 
  
CS: LD 1c, HPD 1b 
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A Closer Look 
• Includes twelve weeks of comprehensive lesson plans 

(lessons, books, small groups, assessment, changes to 
environment, songs and transitions) 

• Explains each lesson and offers tips, strategies and 
ideas for modifications 

 

A Closer Look 
LARGE GROUP LITERACY  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Monday: Use the rebus chart for hand washing that you introduced in small groups.  As you point 
to each section of the chart, “read” the symbols.  “First, turn on the water, then get some soap…”  
After you read through once, invite children to join you.  Be sure to point to each symbol as you 
read.  Next, invite children to act out the steps as you read them together.   Ask for children’s 
input: What other healthy habits do we need to remember?  Possible answers might be – “cover 
up your mouth when you cough” or “use a tissue when you sneeze.”   Discuss what symbols we 
could draw to remind us to do those things. Ask children, “Where should we put them?” 

10:00-10:15 Large Group Literacy: Shared 
reading/Handwashing chart 
Discuss other Healthy Habits;  
"What pictures could we 
draw?" 
  
CS: HPD 3a, LD 5d 

Large Group Literacy: Shared 
reading/No, David  
  
CS: LD 5e, LD 5k 

Large Group Literacy: retell 
Franklin Goes to School 
w/puppets 
  
CS: CD 3b, LD 5f 

Large Group Literacy: 
review stories of Splat, 
Mouse and Franklin; Intro 
symbols for main 
character, setting  
  
CS: LD 1g, LD 1h 

Large Group Literacy: read 
class rules from 
chart/teacher points 
  
CS: LD 5k, LD 5e 

Large Group Literacy: Shared 
reading/hand washing chart 
Discuss other healthy habits 
“What pictures could we 
draw?” 
 
CS: HPD 3a, LD5d 
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A Closer Look 
• Includes twelve weeks of comprehensive lesson plans 

(lessons, books, small groups, assessment, changes to 
environment, songs and transitions) 

• Explains each lesson and offers tips, strategies and 
ideas for modifications 

• Designed primarily for new teachers 
 

A Closer Look 
• The lessons are designed to 

introduce children and teachers 
to the materials and routines used 
throughout the Pre-K day.   

How do I line up?   
Where do I wash my hands?   

Where does my backpack go?   
What happens at rest time? 
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A Closer Look 
• In addition, books and 

activities help to develop 
specific topics of study. 

 

Weeks 1-3: My School, My Friends   
Weeks 4-6:    Shoes 
Weeks 7-9:   Rhyme Time 
Weeks 10-11:  Author Study 
Week 12:       Teacher’s Choice 

A Closer Look 
• Includes twelve weeks of comprehensive lesson plans 

(lessons, books, small groups, assessment, changes to 
environment, songs and transitions) 

• Explains each lesson and offers tips, strategies and 
ideas for modifications 

• Designed primarily for new teachers 

• Uses required BFTS lesson plan templates 
 

http://www.amazon.com/Mouses-First-School-Lauren-Thompson/dp/0689847270/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1311357544&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Splat-Cat-Rob-Scotton/dp/0060831545/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1311358129&sr=1-1
http://www.kaplanco.com/store/trans/productPopupImageDtl.asp?type=KA&image=86884.jpg
http://www.amazon.com/Splendid-Friend-Indeed-Suzanne-Bloom/dp/159078488X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1311359337&sr=1-1
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Lesson Plan Template #1 
Small Group Templates #1 and #2 
Planning for Assessment Template 
Changes to the Environment Template #1 

 

(all templates available on the BFTS website) 
 

 

Teachers can re-arrange these  
to suit their needs 

A Closer Look 

ORGANIZATION 
• Teacher preparation for the week 
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Printable Resources 

story symbols 

word cards 

Printable Resources 
word cards 
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ORGANIZATION 

• Teacher preparation for the week 
• Lesson plan (based on a sample 

schedule) 
Large Group Literacy: 
Review class rules, use chart – 
child points as class reads 
CS: LD 3a, LD 5d 

ORGANIZATION 

• Teacher preparation for the week 
• Lesson plan (based on a sample 

schedule) 
• Small group Template 
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ORGANIZATION 

• Teacher preparation for the week 
• Lesson Plan (based on a sample 

schedule) 
• Small Group Template 
• Planning for Assessment Template 

ORGANIZATION 
• Teacher preparation for the week 
• Lesson Plan (based on a sample 

schedule) 
• Small Group Template 
• Planning for Assessment Template 
• Expanded lesson plans 
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ORGANIZATION 

• Teacher preparation for the week 
• Lesson plan (based on a sample 

schedule) 
• Small group Template 
• Planning for Assessment Template 
• Expanded lesson plans 

It is important that you read                   
the explanations carefully.   

 

Simply browsing the templates will not give 
you the in-depth information you need.   
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Off to a Good Start: Weeks #1-3 

My School & My Friends 
•Features small groups that teach procedures, 
introduce materials 
•Shows teachers how to plan lessons to gather 
assessment information 
•Explains the importance of planned transitions  
•Introduces structures like “safe place,” “morning 
message” and “story symbols” 
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The Safe Place 

Off to a Good Start: Weeks #1-3 

My School & My Friends 
•Features small groups that teach procedures, 
introduce materials 
•Shows teachers how to plan lessons to gather 
assessment information 
•Explains the importance of planned transitions  
•Introduces structures like “safe place,” “morning 
message” and “story symbols” 
 
•Uses children’s photos for activities and games 
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“We wish you well.  We wish you well. 

Angela’s not here today.  We wish her well.” 

Absent Child Ritual 

•Introduces new topic - SHOES 
•familiar to children; shared experience 
•many good contemporary books, traditional tales 
and songs/nursery rhymes 

•Shows how to create small groups based on assessment 
information 
•Shows teachers how to use one book for many different 
large group literacy activities 

Off to a Good Start: Weeks #4-6 

SHOES 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.easterseals.nf.ca/_images/Olivia.JPG&imgrefurl=http://www.easterseals.nf.ca/volunteer.htm&h=150&w=150&sz=21&hl=en&start=120&um=1&tbnid=7HGXvp0LtAtRzM:&tbnh=96&tbnw=96&prev=/images?q=childrens+faces&start=108&ndsp=18&svnum=10&um=1&hl=en&sa=N
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Off to a Good Start: Weeks #4-6 

Off to a Good Start: Weeks #4-6 
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•Introduces topic of nursery rhymes; step-by-step “how 
to” plans 
•Uses small group template #3 
•Begins scaffolding – teachers fill in plan based on 
assessment information for their class 
 
 
 

Off to a Good Start: Weeks #7-9 

RHYME TIME 

Activity:  
math activity based on assessment; teacher chooses 

Students: Group 1 
CS:  



7/25/2012 

24 

•Introduces nursery rhymes; step-by-step “how to” plans 
•Uses small group template #3 
•Begins scaffolding – teachers fill in plan based on 
assessment information for their class 
•Variety of sample activities for teachers to choose from; 
check website for printable pages 
 

Off to a Good Start: Weeks #7-9 

RHYME TIME 

•Introduces nursery rhymes; step-by-step “how to” plans 
•Uses small group template #3 
•Begins scaffolding – teachers fill in plan based on 
assessment information for their class 
•Variety of sample activities for teachers to choose from; 
check website for printable pages 
•Many simple ideas for fine motor and art activities 
 

Off to a Good Start: Weeks #7-9 

RHYME TIME 
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•introduces author study 
•guides teachers in choosing appropriate authors and 
provides a list of recommended authors and books 
•continues to guide teachers in using assessment to plan 
•gives many examples of activities 

Off to a Good Start: Weeks #10-11 

AUTHOR STUDY 

Off to a Good Start: Weeks #10-11 

http://www.amazon.com/Dont-Let-Pigeon-Drive-Bus/dp/078681988X/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1339528833&sr=1-3
http://www.amazon.com/The-Snowy-Day-Anniversary-Edition/dp/067001270X/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1339527318&sr=1-3
http://www.amazon.com/Chrysanthemum-Big-Book-Kevin-Henkes/dp/0061119741/ref=sr_1_8?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1339526995&sr=1-8
http://www.amazon.com/You-Give-Pig-Pancake-Book/dp/0064436632/ref=sr_1_4?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1339601942&sr=1-4
http://www.amazon.com/Snowballs-Lois-Ehlert/dp/0152020950/ref=sr_1_6?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1339527460&sr=1-6
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•Gives guidance in choosing appropriate topics for pre-k 
based on needs and interests of children 
•Continues discussion of using assessment to plan  
•Very open-ended; teachers fill in lessons and activities 
based on guidance in handbook 
 
 

Off to a Good Start: Week #12 
TEACHER CHOICE 

Off to a Good Start: Week #12 
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Off to a Good Start: Week #12 

•gives guidance in choosing appropriate topics for pre-k 
based on needs and interests of children 
•continues discussion of using assessment to plan  
•very open-ended; teachers fill in lessons and activities 
•includes examples of books, games and songs as well as 
independent activities 

Give children word cards along with letter 
tiles from games like Scrabble  or Boggle    
Children spell out their names and other 
words they know or use the cards as a 
guide. 

Off to a Good Start: Week #12 
TEACHER CHOICE 
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HOW do teachers use it? 

• Download Off to a Good Start Lesson Plans from the BFTS website 
• Read the handbook for each week and decide how you will use 

the lesson plans 
• You may need to… 

– Substitute books or CDs if the specific titles listed in the 
handbook are not available.  Consider the intent of the lesson 
and choose an alternate accordingly.  

– Rearrange the sections so that they match an existing daily 
schedule. 

– Cut and paste portions of the lesson plan. 
• Veteran teachers may search the handbook for ideas, lessons, 

books or CDs to use in their classroom. 
 

HOW can you help? 
• Make sure new teachers have a copy of the handbook and 

have downloaded the lesson plans 

• Check to see if their camera is in good working order and 
that they know the procedure/guidelines for printing 

• Purchase some of the books on the book list; teachers will use 
these again next year 

• Review room set-up to make sure centers and materials are 
being introduced gradually 

• Help them understand the importance of activities to teach 
routines and build classroom community 
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Questions 

FF 

If you have additional questions,  
contact your Pre-K consultant  
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 DIRECTOR’S 
WEBINAR 

Thank you for joining 


